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2. LEARNING OUTCOMES 
Learning Outcomes 

 

The scope of the course is the provision of both theoretical and methodological knowledge (through 
the description of empirical research examples) for the understanding of the socioeconomic 
transformation of rural space, the changing behaviour and attitudes of rural population,  through the  
analysis of the particular characteristics of rural society and the observation of the rhythm and 
extent of changes occurring in the rural social environment as a result of the influences of the city, 
the industry and of the other sectors of the national and global economy. 
This is happening through the introduction of the student to the different theories for the 
understanding of social transformation of modern rural society, the discussion of family farming in 
the context of globalization and the implications of the latter in the operation of the family farm. The 
discussion is connected to the development of the agrofood industry and the ‘system’ of production 
and consumption composed thereafter that integrates local production to an international 
production and circulation food system. This requires an intersectoral methodological approach 
which gives the student on the one hand the capacity to understand the rural society in its 
component structure and, on the other, the capacity to construct a ‘new rurality’ which presupposes 
the holistic and comparative approach. This is why this approach involves both theoretical and 
empirical elements drawing from the national and international experience which gives the student 
the ability to compare and evaluate the cases studied. 
The course has been included in the programme “open courses- central register for Greek open 

courses” financed by the EU. 

After the completion of the course, the student will have: 

 Obtained knowledge of theoretical and methodological approaches to rural space 

 Developed an holistic and interdisciplinary understanding of the social content of rural 
space and of agriculture as production process 

 Obtained a comparative picture of international examples of rural transformation and of 
‘new ruralities’ 

 Exploited theoretical and methodological knowledge for the understanding of the new 

https://mediasrv.aua.gr/eclass/courses/AOA157/


conditions created in the rural areas and obtained the capacity to contribute to the facing 
and finding solutions for these problems. 

 

General Competences 

 

 Autonomous work 
 Group work 

 

3. COURSE CONTENT 
 Introduction to the subject of Rural Sociology 

 The history of the subject and new research directions  

 Rural community, social groups and the process of social and economic transformation of 
the rural community  

 Rural family and household, family holding and family farming agriculture  

 Employment, pluriactivity and labour relations in rural areas. Social change and social 
structure in rural areas 

 Agriculture and the agrofood system 

 Globalization, new rurality and the future of the countryside. 

4. TEACHING and LEARNING METHODS -  Evaluation 
TEACHING METHOD 

 
Live, face to face teaching in the classroom 

USE OF INFORMATICS and 
COMMUNICATION  TECHNOLOGIES 

 

The course is completely computerised in the form of 
Power-point presentation and web-linked teaching. 
The support of learning process and the necessary materials 
are facilitated by the electronic, web based e-class platform. 
The course has been included in the programme “open 
access e-learning project for university courses”. 
 

TEACHING ORGANISATION 
 

Activity Workload 

Lectures (direct) 52 

  

Group and/or individual 
work 

22 

Autonomous study 26 

Total contact hours and 
training(25 hours per ECTS) 

100  
(4 ECTS) 

 

STUDENTS EVALUATION 
 
 
 

I) Written final examination (70%) of different difficulty, 
based on the lectures offered, containing: 

- Questions of development  

 

II)  A written optional essay (30% of final evaluation) 
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Book: Daoutopoulos G., Kazakopoulos L., Koussi M. (2005), Rural Sociology, Third edition, 
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Notes: Kasimis C. (2006), Rural Sociology, uploaded in the Eclass 
(https://mediasrv.aua.gr/eclass/modules/document/?course=AOA157) (in Greek) 
 
Lectures: Kasimis C. (2014), uploaded in the Eclass 
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