
COURSE OUTLINE «AGROTOURISM» 

1. AIMS 
The course aims at the familiarization of students with: α) the concepts of conventional (mass) and 
alternative tourism (and tourists), b) the definition(s) of and the policies aiming at the development 
of agrotourism, c) the advantages and disadvantages of agrotourism with regard to the farming 
family (and farming), local development and sustainability, d) the agrotourism ‘product’, its 
dimensions and its quality, e) the characteristics of the demand for agrotourism and of the 
agrotourists, f) the life cycle of a tourism destination and the development of agrotoruism in Greece 
and internationally and g) the design of agrotourism in the framework of local development. 
 

2. TEACHING STAFF 
A. Koutsouris (Prof. AUA) 
Commissioned instructor 
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4. COURSE OUTLINE 
i. Tourism: conceptual framework and economic role: concepts, the market circuit, the tourism 

product, the evolution of tourism, its economic role, international trends.  
ii. From mass to alternative/sustainable tourism: social, economic and environmental impacts of 

tourism, the questioning of mass tourism, new (consumers’ ) tourism patterns  
iii. The concept of sustainable tourism and its relationship with sustainable rural development. 

Alternative, rural, agrotourism and sustainable development.  
iv. The features of agrotourism demand, quality management, quality standards and certification.   

http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rsus20/current
http://www.journals.elsevier.com/tourism-management/


v. Gender and agrotourism.  
vi. The national and EU policy for agrotourism: Agrotourism as a component of the EU strategy for 

integrated rural development, institutional framework and implementation agencies. 
vii. Design of agrotourism development: theory and practice 
viii. Examples of agrotourism development - from Greece and Europe. 
 

5. STUDENTS OBLIGATIONS 
Students are informed from the beginning of the course about their obligations, lessons (mainly 
based on the inverted class method) and course evaluation  
Attendance is not obligatory 
Students can, if so they wish, to undertake an assignment; they are evaluated and their performance 
counts in their final grading (marks) 
 

6. STUDENTS’ EVALUATION 
Presentation of assignment (up to 50%) 
Final written examination (50-100%) 
 

7. LEARNING OUTCOMES 
By successfully completing the course students will be able to: 

 Describe, distinguish and explain the fundamental concepts and theories of tourism development 
and alternative tourism.  

 Describe and justify the relationship between rural/agrotourism and sustainable rural 
development.  

 Describe, distinguish and explain the national and EU policies for agrotourism development. 

 Develop an agrotourism development plan. 

 Evaluate an agrotourism development plan.  

 Cooperate with peers to collect appropriate materials so as to put together and present a piece 
of work related to the course contents/interests. 
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